18th March, 2022

NEWSLETTER
Skye Primary School
Message from the Principal
We have had a great response to a callout for parents to join either School Council or the PTF. It is wonderful to
have a team of parents and staff to work with on various projects, enabling us to make collaborative decisions
that centre on school improvement. At the end of the day, we are all striving to give our children the best education possible in the best educational facility and it really does take a united effort by all of us to make this happen. As a working parent myself, I know that work and family pressures mean that it is not always possible to find
the time to join committees or be available for meetings so I would like to thank our School Council and PTF parents for their support. There are many other ways to support our school so please don’t hesitate to get involved
when and where you can. Now that we are hopefully over lockdowns, we are hoping to have more events and
opportunities for gatherings and celebrations here at school. We look forward to seeing you all over the coming
months.

Social Media
A major area for concern at the moment appears to be around the acceptable use of social media. This is a
difficult area to navigate both as a school and as a parent. Our children live in a time where ‘social’ media plays a
significant role when interacting with friends and family. Like anything, our students are still only children and
have to be taught how to use different platforms appropriately and
how to respond when it becomes a negative experience. As
teachers we can impart a theoretical perspective however the
reality of social media and it’s use occurs at home.

2022
Sausage Sizzle— Monday 21st March
Harmony Day—Friday 25th March—
Free Dress Up Day—Wear Orange—
more details in Newsletter
Easter Hat Parade & Raffle Draw—
Wednesday 6th April— 9.00am
Last Day of Term 1—Friday 8th April—
2.30pm finish
ANZAC DAY—Monday 25th April—
Public Holiday
Term 2 Resumes—Tuesday 26th April
Mother’s Day Stall—Tuesday 3rd May
Grade 6 Camp— Wednesday 4th to
Friday 6th May

As your children reach the middle and senior year levels, it is
important that you speak to them about acceptable behaviours and
monitor their use of different platforms. Setting and enacting clear
boundaries around timed use, sharing of passwords etc becomes
increasingly important. Children are often reluctant to report any
issues to their parents for fear of having their devices or access to
social media removed. Starting conversations early and modelling
good use of your own devices is a great start in educating and
leading our students through this minefield.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
MRS B (BONGERS) AND HER HUSBAND
JAMES
ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER

ELISE DIANNE
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Did you know…
Simply reading with your child is an effective support for their learning. The Longitudinal Study of Australian
Children found that children who are read to 6-7 times per week are more than twice as likely to record the
highest reading assessment scores than children read to 0-2 times per week. This is a similar effect to an additional year of learning!!

School Website
Our school website is currently being updated for 2022. Please visit our website from time to time to keep up to
date with our school policies and other important links. There are a couple policies that I would like to direct you
to:
Privacy reminder for 2022

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website: https://
skyeps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/School-Privacy-Policy_SKPS_2022.pdf
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This information
is also available in ten community languages.
Vision, Values and Mission
You may remember attending a parent forum or completing a survey a couple of years ago. This was another
wonderful example of how together, we were able to articulate our vision and hopes for our students. I encourage you to re-read our statement of values as a reminder of what we are all working so hard to achieve here at
Skye PS.
https://skyeps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Statement-of-values-and-school-philosophypolicy_SKPS_2022.pdf
Child Safe Standards & Policy Documents
Child safe standards are required and informed by the Ministerial Order No. 870 which sets out what the child
safe standards mean in a school. There are several policy documents on our website that outline our school’s
commitment and approach to creating and maintaining a child safe organisation where children are safe and feel
safe. It is important that every adult in our community is aware of these documents and understand our roles
and responsibilities in ensuring that our students are safe.
https://skyeps.vic.edu.au/our-school/

Kindness Culture
Friday 18 March is the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. The theme this year is Kindness Culture. The is a timely reminder that we all have a role to play in creating a Kindness Culture by promoting inclusiveness, respect and community belonging for all students.
Planning a safe and supportive school community requires a whole school approach inclusive of teachers, students, parents and carers. The national definition of bullying outlines three very distinctive characteristics that
differentiate it from poor behaviour.
They are:
power imbalance
deliberate intent to cause harm
ongoing and repeated behaviour.
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Behaviours that do not constitute bullying but are none the less serious and require intervention include
arguments and disagreements, single acts of social rejection or meanness or isolated incidents of aggression,
intimidation or violence.
It is important that our entire community have a clear understanding of these definitions. While none of these
behaviours are tolerated at our school, it is important that we apply different management strategies and
respond correctly to identifying the behaviour.
If you ever have concerns that your child is being bullied, please contact your child’s teacher in the first instance.
You will then be referred to me if a satisfactory outcome is not achieved. You an read more on the subject by
visiting the Bullying. No Way! website for additional resources.

Building News
I have been in regular fortnightly meetings with our builders and architects during the entire course of the build
however things are getting exciting now as we finalise our furnishings, sound systems and finishes. It is looking
beautiful and we have a completion date now set (fingers crossed). It looks like we will be moving into the new
library and admin block at the end of May and the gym will be ready at the end of June so we will hopefully be
having our first assembly and sporting events when we return in Term 3. WE CANNOT WAIT!
Wishing everyone a wonderful fortnight ahead. Stay safe and keep well.
Kind Regards,
Jane Briffa

Kitchen Garden
We Are Looking For Help!
In our Indigenous Edible Garden there will be wooden signs painted by the 2021 Year 6 students (as seen above).
They will be used to identify and describe the plants.
We are looking for volunteers that are willing to carry out the lettering on these signs. All the information and
materials will be supplied.
Below is an example taken at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Cranbourne.

Please let the office staff know if you can help.
Kind regards,
Inger Furlong and Belinda Schodde

Grade 6 Camp
Grade 6 Camp is Wednesday 4th to Friday 6th May at Waratah Beach.
Information is coming home today or tomorrow the cost of the camp is
$360.00.
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Harmony Week- Monday 21st- Friday 25th March

Skye Primary School will be
celebrating

Everyone Belongs
for

th

on Friday 25 March with an orange
free dress up day!
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PTF News
Upcoming events—
Monday 21st March—Sausage Sizzle
Wednesday 6th April—Easter Hat Parade and Raffle Draw—Parents welcome to attend
Tuesday 3rd May—Mothers Day Stall
Monday 16th May—Hot Food Day—TBA
Tuesday 14th June—Pizza Day
Term 2—Monday Recess—Cheese Toasties for sale

Skye Primary School Easter Raffle
ITS THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!
Our Easter raffle and colouring competition are back and will be drawn on the
Wednesday 6th April, at the Easter Hat Parade.
So, the PTF are seeking donations of Easter Eggs and accessories (including baskets)
for some fabulous prizes.

Please take any donations to the School Office by Friday the 1st April
All donations big and small will be much appreciated.
Thank you in Advance and Happy Easter.

Social Media— Parents of Skye Primary, Facebook and Instagram

The Parents of Skye Facebook Page is a closed group for parents only, so that we
ensure that only parents are on this page and as some parents have unusual user name
or a different name to your child we have introduced two easy questions to answer
before being accepted into this group.
Please note that our school will delete any comments that are deemed inappropriate
for public viewing from the Skye Primary School Face Book page. We look forward to
you visiting our page regularly.

Keep up to date with some of the wonderful things your child/ren are
doing in their school time on facebook and Instagram—
Facebook—Skye Primary School
& - Parents of Skye Primary
Instagram—Skye Primary School
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Breakfast Club
We have had a fabulous response to our Breakfast club so far this year with lots of children attending for a
yummy breakfast—

When—Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
mornings from 8.30am - 8.50am
Where—3A, 3B, 3C end of the BER building at rear of
the school
•

Breakfast club is free however , if your child suffers with any
food allergies please send a note with them
•
•

Students can attend as often as they like

Breakfast club is intended to be a fun and social time for
children to enjoy each other’s company

Subway
SUBWAY— IS NOW ON-LINE
We are excited to be partnering again this year with Subway Frankston for school lunches. Lunches will again
be on a Thursday every week.
A $1 from every sub purchased is donated back to our school.
In three easy steps you can order your child’s lunch:
1. Sign Up at www.subsforyou.com
2. Register your Student
3. Order lunch by 11:30 am, each Wednesday (day prior to delivery)

Your student’s lunch will be delivered to the school on Thursdays and delivered to the classrooms
If you have any questions or queries regarding your account or placing an order or need to cancel a lunch as
your child is unwell on Subway day please email— kristie@subwayevt.com
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond
the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out
on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part
of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link
between a student’s background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring
experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the
world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy
curriculum.
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government
to assist eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card
or are a temporary foster parent, you may be
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
or sporting activities for the benefit of your
child.

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from
the website below.
If you applied for CSEF at your child's school
last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year unless there has
been a change in your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application
form if any of the following changes have occurred:
new student enrolments; your child has
started or changed schools this year.
changed family circumstances; such as a
change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
$125 for primary school students
$225 for secondary school students
MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/
programs/Pages/csef.aspx
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