26th November, 2020

NEWSLETTER
Skye Primary School
REMINDER TOMORROW IS A CURRICULUM DAY—FRIDAY 27TH NOVEMBER
CURRICULUM DAYS - THURSDAY 17TH and FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER

Message from the Principal
I hope this newsletter finds you all well. I have had a great week, full of opportunities to engage with our
community. Mrs Bradley and I have been conducting Prep Interviews with our incoming Preps for 2021. It has
been so lovely to see the enthusiasm they have for learning and how excited they are to be starting big school.
It has been a privilege to have one-to-one time with each family so that we can get to know them that little bit
more.
Today was a highlight for the writers from my Inspire group (pre-Covid days!). During Remote Learning we
continued to work together on the Literacy Buddies program, which culminated in meeting the Big Buddies
today via Zoom. After exchanging letters with the team from PHD Media, the Buddies got to meet face to face
and find out a little more about each other. Normally we would have headed in to the city to meet them in their
offices however the PHD team are all still working from home until early next year. They kindly sent a caterer to
supply morning tea and a courier arrived with gifts. Each Little Buddy received a beautiful novel to keep. I was
extremely proud of how the Little Buddies presented themselves, speaking confidently and attentively listening
as each person introduced themselves. The Literacy Buddies program is an Ardoch funded initiative and I hope
that we have the opportunity to engage in the program again next year. I am currently discussing the
opportunity to participate in the Maths Buddy program as well.
Congratulations to our Grade 3 students and their teachers on a very successful ‘SCAMP’. The learning house
was a sight to behold with all the tents set up and the comfy cushions and blankets in place. Make sure you
check out the photos on Instagram or Facebook. Movies, pizza, games and treats appeared to be just as good, if
not better than the actual camp. I would like to thank Mrs Perrins and Mrs Hamill for going above and beyond
to ensure that their students had an opportunity to experience all the fun of Grade 3 camp. We are very lucky
to have exceptional teachers at Skye PS. There are more SCAMP photos later in the Newsletter.
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This Friday is a curriculum day. While students are at home, teachers will be working on Levelling Texts for
Guided Reading and Literature Circles to ensure that our resources are up to date for optimal learning
experiences in Reading and Writing. It will be a huge job and very time consuming but it is important to our
teaching and learning that we complete this work.
As of last night, we are pleased to announce that many restrictions have been eased by DET. There are still a
number of regulations that we need to work through however we are delighted that we will be able to go ahead
with our Prep Transition and whole school ‘Step-Up’ day on Tuesday 8th of December. Our biggest celebration is
that students can resume our normal playground routine and play wherever they wish!! We are out of our
bubbles. Parents will be able to return onsite as of next week. Please note that we will continue with staggered
pick up times on Monday and Tuesday and will begin our new system on WEDNESDAY. We will have restricted
parking access onsite so please be prepared to continue to use Kiss & Go or park outside of the school grounds.
This is in preparation for our new build. Full details will be on SENTRAL next Monday.
Have a great week!
Kind Regards,
Jane Briffa.

2020
THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER—High Ability Masterclass Grade 6—Maths 11.30 to 1.30.
FRIDAY 27TH NOVEMBER—CURRICULUM DAY —Camp Australia is operating
THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER—GRADE 5 FUN DAY
FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER—SENIOR ATHLETICS
TUESDAY 8TH DECEMBER— 2021 YEAR 7 TRANSITION FOR ALL GRADE 6 STUDENTS
- Step Up Day Grades 1-6
THURSDAY 10TH DECEMBER - GRADE 6 GRADUATION —
- Last Subway Day
FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER—JUNIOR ATHLETICS
MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER —SPLASH-A-THON (rescheduled from earlier in the year) , FOOTY INFLATABLES
& CLASS PARTIES
TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER— GRADE 6 BEACH DAY
WEDNESDAY 16TH DECEMBER — GRADE 6 BIG DAY IN
- LAST DAY OF SCHOOL—3.15pm finish
THURSDAY 17TH & FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER —CURRICULUM DAYS— Camp Australia is operating
2021
FRIDAY 22ND JANUARY—SCHOOL FEES FOR ESSENTIAL ITEMS DUE

WEDNESDAY 27TH & THURSDAY 28TH JANUARY—CURRICULUM DAYS—Student Free
FRIDAY 29th JANUARY—GRADES 1-6 START SCHOOL
MONDAY 1ST FEBRUARY—PREPS START SCHOL
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Bingo
Did you know that Skye Primary School run 3 bingo sessions? After a long break
due to restrictions bingo is now back open and running at Carrum Gardens Bingo
Centre in Frankston/Dandenong Road, Carrum Downs. Measures have been put
in place to ensure social distancing therefore numbers are limited and bookings
are essential - https://www.carrumdownsbingo.com.au/. More details and
prizes later in this Newsletter.

Parent Payment Arrangements for 2021
Payments are now being accepted for 2021 Essential Learning Items including students stationery. Please see

Your child’s invoice for more details. If you have any questions please contact the school office asap.
9786 1555. Payment needs to be made by Friday 22nd January, 2021 so that all stationery is delivered to the
classrooms and children can commence school prepared for the beginning of the year.

Are you leaving Skye PS at the end of 2020?
Planning is now underway for 2021. If your family are moving and
your child will be attending another school next year and you haven’t
already let us know can you please contact our office as soon as
possible—9786
1555
or
email
the
school
at—
skye.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Last Chance—Are you Eligible for Camps, Sports & Excursions?
Camps, Sports & Excursion fund is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the
cost of excursions and camps. To be eligible you must hold a health care card, pension or concession card. The
card must be valid on 14th April, start of term 2 or 5th October, start of term 3.
If your circumstances have changed please print an application form off from the school website—https://
skyeps.vic.edu.au/parent-info/ then email the form to the school on skye.ps@education.vic.gov.au. If you
require further information please contact the school office on 9786 1555.

Subway
Subway has been a huge success since it has started back. To help facilitate the collating of these orders can you
please ensure that students names and classes are on the outside of envelopes. If you are using plastic sandwich
bags have the order form folded with name on the outside.
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Attendance Reminder
Please remember that it is a Department requirement that parents notify the school if your child is absent.
You can either do this through Sentral or ring the absence line 9786 1555 press 1—leave your
child’s name, class and the reason they are absent.
If you do forget to notify the school and receive an SMS please respond with the reason your
child is away as soon as possible.

News from Kitchen Garden
The Skye Cookbook looks fabulous. There are many delicious recipes that I have
taken the opportunity to try and now cook regularly in my kitchen at home.
I would like to say thank you to Shelley Murphy for her wonderful help with
compiling the recipes. It has been an enormous job with many hours of work.
The cookbook will be available for purchase next year. I will send an expression of
interest form home with Year 6 students who do not have any younger siblings at
school. Families of these children that fill out the form will be contacted when the
cookbook is available with details about pricing and whether they are still interested.
Thank you to all the people that have contributed recipes. I am looking forward to its
launch in 2021.

Help Needed With Watering Over the Holidays
Can you help with watering our herbs and vegetables over the holidays? If you can help for a day or a
week please speak to Inger Furlong or leave your name and contact details at the office.

Free Home Energy Advice Service
Frankston Council has partnered with the Australian Energy Foundation (AEF) to provide free energy advice and
an independent referral service for local residents. The AEF is a national not-for-profit organisation that provides
advice and information for communities to help them with energy efficiency in their homes.
AEF can advise you on solar and batteries, hot water, insulation, windows, draft proofing, LED lighting, heating
and cooling.
Advisors can help you work out exactly what you need to do to make your home energy efficient. They can
provide advice on all areas of your home, helping you make an informed decision.
AEF can also connect you with reliable suppliers for everything you need to make your home energy efficient.
They conduct a rigorous procurement process so that you can buy with ease and confidence. For more
information visit free energy advice service on Council’s website.
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Victorian High Ability Program
This term, the Department of Education began an initiative to support and challenge high ability students through participation in online
extension and enrichment programs, for Maths and English. This program is delivered by Virtual School Victoria for students in Grade
Five and Six who are excelling in these areas. We were very fortunate to have a number of students selected for the first intake of the
program, a reflection of the hard work of these exceptional students and rigorous teaching they have received to support their learning
needs.
This Thursday we are looking forward to holding a Masterclass celebration and activity session for our Victorian High Ability Program
students in Mathematics. Teachers from local schools have collaborated to create an engaging experience and a way for students to
showcase their learning from the enrichment classes.
The intake for Term One, 2021 has been announced and families of students selected have been contacted. Please return permission
slips by Thursday 26th November (due to Curriculum Day on Friday).
Thank you, and congratulations to all students who were selected this term for the pilot program and to those selected for Term One.

Lisa Male
High Ability Practice Leader

Camp Australia will be operating at Skye PS on our upcoming
Curriculum Days—Friday 27th November and Thursday 17th and Friday
18th December.

‘SCAMP’
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554-556 Frankston-Dandenong Road, Carrum Downs, 3201
Bookings are essential— www.carrumdownsbingo.com.au
PH: 9775 0054

IT’S OFFICIAL BINGO IS BACK
SKYE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Wednesday Day—Eyes Down at 11.00am = $13.00 a Set
15 Games at $3.00 a book - 14 x $50 1 x $300
10 Games at $2.50 a book —10 x Roulette min $50
10 Games at $2.50 a book —10 x Roulette min $50
15 Games at $3.00 a book —14 x $50, 1 x $500
1 x $2 Flyer = Min Prize $200

Wednesday Night—Eyes Down at 7.00pm = $13.00 a Set
15 Games at $4.00 a book— 14 x Roulette min $50, 1 x $200

15 Games at $4.00 a book—15 x $50 plus your number
15 Games at $4.00 a book—14 x $50, 1 x $500
1 x $1.00 Flyer—Min Prize $100

FRIDAY DAY—EYES DOWN AT 11.00am = $12.00 a Set
15 Games at $3.00 a book—14 x $50, 1 x $200
10 Games at $2.00 a book—9 x $50, 1 x $200
10 Games at $2.00 a book—9 x $50, 1 x $200
15 Games at $3.00 a book—14 x $50, 1 x $500
1x $2.00 Flyer—Min Prize $200
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