28th May, 2020

NEWSLETTER
Skye Primary School
Message from the Principal
Hi Everyone,

What a wonderfully calm start we have had as our junior grades have joined us back onsite this week.
Congratulations to all of our P-2 students and parents for showing such positivity and resilience as we trialled
staggered times and new drop off / pick up routines. Thank you to those parents who have contacted us with
such positive feedback. It has been a very successful exercise by all accounts. We have been really happy with
the traffic flow and safety provided for every child. The Preps in particular have displayed such pride as they
arrive with big smiles and walk themselves into class, many making it quite clear that they do not require our
assistance.
Due to the success of our staggered plans for return onsite we have revised our times and zones in preparation
for the return of the rest of our school on June 9. Please find the relevant information later in this newsletter and
on SENTRAL. The main changes starting on Monday are that zones will be appointed by SURNAMES and times
will be slightly altered. Please note that zones are not supervised before 8:45am. If you arrive prior to 8:45am
please DO NOT park in the zones and wait for staff. You will be blocking cars that want to drop and go. The next
plan will begin from next Monday June 1. Please contact the office if you have any questions.
It is important that we all maintain the health and wellbeing guidelines set out by the Chief Medical Officer for
Victoria. Please note that the measures that we have in place in the Return to School plan that follows. It is
important that we all follow these measures to ensure the safety of our whole community. We are all in this
together and by continuing to work collaboratively we will be able to provide the best possible environment that
we can.
Thank you to those who have completed the online survey for Parents & Carers in relation to remote learning.
We value your feedback and will be using this data to learn from this experience and capitalise on the positives
that have occurred as a result. Our Grade 3-6 students have been continuing on with their remote learning
schedules however we have been experiencing some technical difficulties due to all schools being back onsite.
Microsoft and our DET techs are working to resolve these issues. Our teachers are working hard to ensure that
this has minimal impact on you all at home.
In the meantime, stay safe and healthy and we look forward to the 9 th when we welcome our Grade 3-6 students
back!
Jane Briffa

GRADES 3 TO 6 RETURN—TUESDAY 9TH JUNE
MONDAY 8TH JUNE—QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
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Skye Primary School’s
Return To School
These plans will remain in place until further notice.

GREEN ZONE
Family Names A-K
Youngest Child is in years 3-6
Arrive by 8:45am
Depart 3:15pm

GREEN ZONE
Family Names A-K
Youngest Child in P-2
Arrive by 9am
Depart 3pm

PINK ZONE
Family Names L-Z
Youngest Child is 3-6
Arrive 8:45am
Depart 3:15pm

PINK ZONE
Family Names L-Z
Youngest Child in P-2
Arrive 9am
Depart 3pm

Please note that we have designated an extra meeting place which we have called “Hilltop Corner” (the blue
zone on the map). Please meet here if you are walking down Ballarto Rd. We do not want anyone walking
across the school driveways. If you are meeting your child at a school entry/exit point, please advise your
child’s teacher which one you would like your child sent to – Front Gate, Back Gate or Hilltop Corner. Please
also advise us if your child has your permission to walk themselves home.

Health and Safety Measures
Students need to bring a water bottle.
Drink taps will not be in use.

Access to school
Site limited to students and
Staff ONLY

Please DO NOT send your child to
school if they are showing any
signs of illness. Parents will be
called to collect their child
IMMEDIATELY should they
become unwell
during the day.

Parents to maintain social
distancing (1.5m) when walking to
and from the school gates.

Sanitising hands on entry to
buildings, before & after breaks
and visiting the toilet.





Extended and increased cleaning
arrangements
Limiting use of shared equipment
Staggered breaks & playgrounds
designated to different year levels.
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Lego Challenge 2—Skye Playground
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Lego Challenge 3—Dream Home

Keira Dixon 1B

Alexis Hodder 4C

Jayla Thompson 2A

Toby McCann 5B

Thank you again to all our students and families who participated in our LEGO challenge we hope your all
enjoyed it as much as we did—there will no video this week but we hope you enjoy seeing your creations above.

From the Kitchen Garden
We are inviting all our families, local businesses, community members and staff to submit their favourite
recipes. These will be compiled into a Skye Primary School Cookbook, which we will sell with all proceeds going
to our Kitchen Garden Program.
Next week Mrs Furlong will upload an assignment on Teams for families to submit their favourite recipe (or
recipes). There will be a template to use, that will make it less time consuming to format the book.
If you know of any business or community members that would like to submit a recipe please email
skye.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au to receive the template.
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ARE YOU IN GRADES 3-6?? DO YOU HAVE A LOVE OF ACTING,
DANCING AND SINGING?? THEN ROCK BOTTOM IS THE PLACE FOR
YOU!!

SKYE PRIMARY SCHOOL PRESENTS...
AUDITIONS ARE IN
WEEK 10
Monday, Tuesday &
Thursday lunch time
Monday 15th JuneGrade 3 & 4
Tuesday 16th JuneGrade 5 & 6
Thursday 18th Junecatch up

ANY QUESTIONS, QUERIES OR CONCERNS PLEASE COME AND SEE
MRS BONGERS OR MISS EADE
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Skye Primary School is excited to be participating. A
new application is being used this year that offers a range of exciting features including:
 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
 a modern user-friendly interface
 rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading
for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of
books by 4 September 2020.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

Preps to Grade 2
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and
former Premiers.

If your child is in year level Prep to Year 2 they will be participating in Premiers Reading Challenge as part of their
classroom learning, they will be read 30 books by the staff between now and end of competition. Your child will
receive a certificate from the Premier on completion of competition.
As a parent you do not need to log in or list books, this will be done by our librarian Rachel.

Grades 3 - 6
If your child/ren is in Years 3 – 6 and you would like them to participate in the 2020 Victorian Premiers Reading
Challenge please request a username and password by emailing the school at skye.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Once you have received the details your child will need to log in and record books they are reading in order to
meet the requirements.
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. As a concession to the current restrictions in
place due to Covid 19 and potential limited access to books on the Premiers Reading List, we are given the option
to tailor the challenge to an “All Choice book Challenge”. This way our students can read whatever they have
available in their own home libraries or digital or downloadable books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and
former Premiers.
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